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Yellowtail Damselfish - Juvenile Phase
Family: Damselfish

Physical Description:

1. Juveniles are a deep royal blue with brilliant electric blues dots that
seem to glow like jewels

These fish grow to be about six inches long (juveniles in their bright blue stage

are about two to three inches). The adults can change briefly from dark brown

to yellow or yellow orange and you can find them around the tops of reefs.

They maintain a small territory but they are not particularly aggressive in

defending it like other species of damselfish do.

Adult Yellowtail damselfish are fairly calm and don’t mind when people come

close but the juveniles are more cautious and will hide among the coral.

My Fish Notes:
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Yellowtail Damselfish - Terminal Phase
Family: Damselfish

Physical Description:

1. Adults have brown or bluish-black bodies with bright yellow tails

These fish grow to be about six inches long (juveniles in their bright blue stage

are about two to three inches). The adults can change briefly from dark brown

to yellow or yellow orange and you can find them around the tops of reefs.

They maintain a small territory but they are not particularly aggressive in

defending it like other species of damselfish do.

Adult Yellowtail damselfish are fairly calm and don’t mind when people come

close but the juveniles are more cautious and will hide among the coral.

My Fish Notes:
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Sergeant Major Damselfish
Family: Damselfish

Physical Description:
1. Oval shaped silvery bodies
2. Five black bars on their body
3. Upper body is usually yellow - sometimes greenish or silvery blue

Sergeant Major fish grow to be about six - seven inches and are often very

common on the reef. They like to swim over the reef in groups and aren’t afraid

of people at all, they have been known to swim up to divers and snorkelers for

a closer look.

Male Sergeant Majors turn dark blue to purple when they mate and they stay

that color while they guard their eggs. You might see them trying to chase

other fish and even divers.

My Fish Notes:
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Longfin damselfish - Juvenile Phase
Family: Damselfishes

Physical Description:

1. Dorsal and anal fins extend beyond the base of the tail
2. Body is bright yellow-gold
3. Brilliant blue lines run from the snout to back usually over a dusky

yellow color
4. Large blcak spot ringed in blue on the dorsal fin

Like many damselfish, the Longfin Damselfish is small - only two - four inches

long and fiercely territorial. They might even try to chase divers who get too

close away from their homes. Don’t worry though, they are small and can’t

hurt you. If you do get chased by a damselfish, just hold still and take the

opportunity to get a closer look at these tiny warriors of the reef. Then calmly

swim away so they don’t get too stressed out!

My Fish Notes:
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Longfin damselfish - Terminal Phase
Family: Damselfishes

Physical Description:

1. Dorsal and anal fins extend beyond the base of the tail
2. The body of adult fish is dark brown to gray
3. Often has a yellowish brown hue on the head

Like many damselfish, the Longfin Damselfish is small - only two - four inches

long and fiercely territorial. They might even try to chase divers who get too

close away from their homes. Don’t worry though, they are small and can’t

hurt you. If you do get chased by a damselfish, just hold still and take the

opportunity to get a closer look at these tiny warriors of the reef. Then calmly

swim away so they don’t get too stressed out!

My Fish Notes:
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Blue Chromis
Family: Damselfish

Physical Description:
1. Bright royal blue body
2. Slender, deeply forked tail with dark edges
3. Often have a dark stripe along the length of their upper body running

from snout to the tip of the upper tail lobe

Blue Chromis are small - only four  - six  inches long and have a very

distinctive profile that make them easy to spot. They swim above the reef in

groups feeding on plankton.

My Fish Notes:
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Sunshinefish Juvenile Phase
Family: Damselfish

Physical Description:
1. Bright yellow on the top half of their body and vibrant purple on their

bottom half
2. Iridescent blue line runs from snout to over the eye
3. Anal and pectoral fins are often translucent and colorless

The adult Sunshinefish are a fairly drab olive yellow color with only a hint of

the bright blue line over the eye. Juveniles on the other hand are brilliantly

colored and easy to spot.

Sunshinfish are common in Florida but mostly found near deep reefs. You

might get to see some beautiful Juveniles hiding out near the button at

shallower depths.

My Fish Notes:


