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Stoplight Parrotfish - Initial Phase
Family:  Parrotfish

Physical Description:
1. Bright red belly
2. Body scales are clearly visible
3. Upper body is mottled reddish brown and red mixed with white scales
4. Red crescent shape on tail with a white base

Stoplight Parrotfish grow to be about one foot long in their initial adult phase

and they are so distinctive!

You’ll know you’re looking at a Stoplight Parrotfish right away when you see

this bright red and black or brown fish!

They like to swim calmly around the reef munching on algae that grows on

rocks and coral.

My Fish Notes:



Stoplight Parrotfish - Terminal Phase
 Family: Parrotfish



Stoplight Parrotfish - Terminal Phase
Family:  Parrotfish

Physical Description:
1. Bright yellow spot at the upper corner of the gill cover
2. Yellow area at the base of the tail
3. Body is emerald green
4. Salmon to yellow markings on head and fins
5. The tail is crescent shaped

Stoplight Parrotfish grow to be about one and a half to two  feet long in their

final adult phase and they are very beautiful!

You’ll know you’re looking at an adult Stoplight Parrotfish when you see their

bright yellow tail and beautiful blue-green body!

They like to swim calmly around the reef munching on algae that grows on

rocks and coral.

My Fish Notes:
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Redband Parrotfish - Terminal Phase
Family:  Parrotfish

Physical Description:
1. Greenish body color overall with lighter underside
2. Anal fin is usually reddish
3. Small yellow blotch with two or more black spots on the upper forebody
4. Usually a salmon to orange or yellow band from corner of the mouth to

below the eye

Redband Parrotfish grow to about six - ten inches long and can be a little hard

to identify. Like most parrotfish, they have many different coloring and marking

patterns throughout the many stages of its life.

My Fish Notes:
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Redband Parrotfish - Initial Phase
Family:  Parrotfish

Physical Description:
1. Highly varied body coloring:

a. olive to green to blue-green with red fins
b. Mottled brows with two white stripes

2. White spot behind dorsal fin
3. Coloring and markings can fade or darken rapidly

Redband Parrotfish grow to about six - ten inches long and can be a little hard

to identify. Like most parrotfish, they have many different coloring and marking

patterns throughout the many stages of its life.

My Fish Notes:
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Princess Parrotfish
Family:  Parrotfish

Physical Description:

1. Borders of the tail have yellow to orange or pink
2. Yellow or orangish wash down the midbody that fades towards the tail
3. Blue-green body
4. Two blue to green stripes run from the snout across the eye and

towards the end of their gill plate
5. A distinct orange, yellow, or pink stripe runs across the length of the

dorsal fin

Princess Parrotfish grow to be just over one foot long and can be seen

swimming around the reef solo munching on algae that grows on the rocks and

coral.

My Fish Notes:
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Queen Parrotfish
Family:  Parrotfish

Physical Description:
1. Dramatic blue-green markings around the mouth
2. Light colored bar on the pectoral fin
3. Green to blue body
4. Occasionally has

a. yellow markings around the mouth
b. a stripe at the base of the dorsal fin
c. a crescent marking on the tail

Queen Parrotfish grow to be about two feet long and can be seen swimming

around the reef solo munching on algae that grows on the rocks and coral.

My Fish Notes:



 Family: Parrotfish
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Rainbow Parrotfish
Family: Parrotfish

Physical Description:

1. Orange-brown head

2. Bright green body

3. Darker beaks - greenish to brown

Rainbow Parrotfish grow to be three - four feet long - bigger than most other

parrotfish. They are somewhat uncommon so it's exciting when you see one.

They like to swim around the reef alone, eating algae off of coral and rocks.

My Fish Notes:
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Striped Parrotfish
Family: Parrotfish

Physical Description:

1. Blue to green body color
2. Dorsal fin has pink, yellow or orangish stripe down the middle that is

broken up by blue or green linear markings
3. Dark blue or green tail has thin pink, yellow or orangish linear markings

between borders
4. Gold to yellow spot or stripe above and behind pectoral fins

The Striped Parrotfish can be seen swimming around the reef munching on

algae that grows on the rocks and coral. They can be somewhat difficult to tell

apart from the Princess Parrotfish, if you aren’t sure, look at the tail to tell

which species you are seeing. If you see pink bands on the margins of the tail,

you are looking at a Princess Parrotfish. If you see a darker band of color

running from snout to eye and across the midline of the body, you are most

likely looking at a Striped Parrotfish.

My Fish Notes:
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Redtail Parrotfish
Family: Parrotish

Physical Description:

1. Body color is olive to blueish-green
2. Fins are often shades of red to yellow
3. Pointed snout
4. Turquoise to blue area or streak behind pectoral fin
5. White crescent bordered with red on rear half of tail
6. Pectoral fins are clear with a black blotch at the base

Redtail Parrotfish can be seen swimming around the reef (usually) solo

munching on algae that grows on the rocks and coral.

My Fish Notes:
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Yellowtail Parrotfish
Family:  Parrotfish

Physical Description:
1. The end (margin) of the tail is straight when extended
2. The pectoral fin has a dark blotch at the base
3. Terminal Phase

a. Blue to blue green body color
b. Light blue-gray in the initial phase

4. Initial Phase
a. Mottled to to solid shades of gray or brown
b. Light to bright yellow tail
c. Ventral (bottom) fins are red to pinkish

Yellowtail parrotfish grow to be about one to one and a half feet long and are

usually found in seagrass beds and coral rubble though they can occasionally

be found near reefs. In the intermediate phase, they can change color rapidly

from pale to dark with no yellow on the tail at all.

My Fish Notes:
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Blue Parrotfish
Family:  Parrotfish

Physical Description:

1. Blue body that can vary from light to deep blue

2. A squared off nose

Blue Parrotfish grow to be two - four feet long and they can be hard to spot

because they are shy and somewhat rare. They can also blend into the blue

of the water around them so it’s exciting when you can spot one.

My Fish Notes:


